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by Cliffgrd P. Carpenter 
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Ed~or's Nole: 
h. d.~, gone b1. i,.011 man .nd machines . Iruggl-.d to 

.,trlc t !hI "mbar trom the rugged slOll1l throu\lhout Ih_ .hl,. 
Cirentad, ,n m,nt inlbncn, the 101. governing mot i"e ..... 
proM; ho .. ,var, the ":lIn whose nry ,.i,tenet' oHplnded upon 
1M ploIU lnll 01 croneul 11 .... . winging In .... Or c r ... lorlg over 
It.. ,c. · co .... no logs to set th, br"-" of SlVUlt urs of • 
Sh.y -dnwn 101lllinglrl;n, ha .. , be<:oml I plrt of history which 
.. , II I' .. 'Y' b, • nOlllllli( memory in the mind, of Amlriclns 
..... rywh.r. -- .nd in thGU of Wnl Virginians mosl of all . 

II i. the hop~ of II., ,dilor and ... than of this pllbliution 
that the logginOJ Ira in un once Igain make its music throughout 
1M I.nd Iiong ttl. Wut,rn Maryland and Cass Seanic R,il · 
raIds from Elkins in Randolph County throu!lh Poullonlu 
County to W~bsler Sprin!ls in Wlbst,,, Counly. An .rea 
dto~ltoped by the logging nilrold un once again b, devlloped 
bul ,n such. way I. 10 nol mlr tIM! land for Mure g.n.rali""l . 
The Irl ins wlil rim Igaln, bul thil tim. the clrQ') Will be 
tour"h. worlh far more in r.tatiYI wl igl"ll than l"!Is. nd 
c lplbl. If appreciating Ihe sc~nicbnutyofthi$wOtIdlrfutl.nd. 

Mlny plopll have bltn nked 10 h,lp with this projlct, but 
IIW h.n rup""dtod. P,opl. s •• m cont.nt to I.t .Iom. on •• Ist 
.. , II 1M worlc Ind thin rllp the .c""omic ben.fil tor fn • . 
PlrtllIfIs our soc il ly hu dtog ..... nttdtothil.butwtoen one 100000s 
.t the pln .... s cOlII.dld for finlnc ill ~upporl""o would hut 
,tood 10 profit from the railro.d, but did not offer iny assi5l­
_. at III . on. must wond.r th,t money could ponibly mun so 
INKh. Som. 01 thlu I nd i ~idu,ls un rlmlmber ..... n thl a rll 
_ .s known lor its applll 10 lour isll and can also r.m.mber 
INI UIKOftClmed r .. idlnts ,lIowed th is type of industry to dil . 
C ... the pewer ol"".lmight.., doll.rbl so grllt thit !hi lessons 
., !he pul arl j~rt4 jusllo nYI a f.w dollars and th.n 10Sl 

... h lon; ..... 1 
II ... , pinons ~nown .. 1M Hnlln.d IlImH h.d be ... pa id 

t ... ... , r ... ...., ~rs of wort wilnthaproj.d, the bi ll would be 
_ .. un" S1oo.000 00. They Clnnot .nd 60 ftOtupactto 
..... r ..... ...., _.., from tnt lelll ie railro.d; tha ir on ly 
r ..... ,.,. .. ,'" .... 1 ther h.vI 60ft, is th.ir 10Vi of r. iI ~ads , 
' ' ''' __ .. ... ,...,1. c ..... I. VI • • r .. 10 ,.1 • tllil of thI 
........ ,,,. ,. , f h r, ll r oad, of the p .. 1 0fI wIt,t w, lI be 
.. W . ..... . ,.( .... e: r"lro" 

If .. ......... 11.,1 h W"",r ltoNWtolpfl Sc ... le: 1t .. 1,.. .. 
f . • .... ~ ih , ,,, • • .-.4 ,110n , ~ _ ",4,uln "",, s . .... 
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..... Iy • Chlf lho' 0 ". ...... _,Id 
,1<"1' ovo, ""I , ofl • • _ '''''''91>1 
""" <"" .. <Io •• t,,,,, ""~~" 11"'0" to 
""'ot th. fulu •• o/t •• od - ""d ev.., 
t ....... nol Medlusl,. 

Th.tn. Ito ... is CM'" FoU. _ 
,I_ -.. • CI'Ie~rvFIII. _ • """ 
." •• u' ... , . ... .... . . .. _ . ......... -. 
.....,. ,"n' n. "''''' '~ ·' I1'.'' ' ' u' _ 
.oc._ On ",Of • .on, t" P . '·""ol otld 
Cu<-Im. ~ of Iho PO"do" and 
Curlin L ... ",IHt. Mill wlllch i •• 
roth. r lorll" ope,"lion Ihll .,S() 
'«pOrts products. Tt,. mi II ut i lozes 
tno ro,l,old ... v,t.1 lin!< fer 
m<I¥mg p.odu<:to 10 "",nel. 

Nu ' e ..... u Bergoo, An oldm,n_ 
'''9 ..,d I<'gg,ng 10 .... thll still ful. 
' M .1f",,11 of ' '''',e heyooy yearl 
IVI...,. I'me two luge-size rain­
drop. 1111 ,n Ille s .. m~ pile. in .,h. Lull>otr wood or e crgoo 
c..- A IInhllood eauso-dox'en_ 
I,v. d .... ogot 10 the ~xisting bridge 
on<! ,'ooodw.y Inl _~'" 16 .nd tho 
• /f.ct. Ire 01,11 ov'<k<1I. 

Aft.r po .. mg Ber'J'OO. Ihe grade 
be90ns to r ise QUic~I,. Nol much 
lorna os wo.led ,n ~1hng to \!le 
..... .,,~ boI.nd.r y""I .... nt~cotl_ 
Ir.1 hardwood loresll .. ,lh ibhjc~- . 

ory. \If'IIOW poplu. oak and ash) and 
It» nortl\ern hardwood fornl 
S9O<1"'II "",.Uy beech. sugar mop ­
I •. on<! ye llow birch. Fu.ther up 
tho mount.tn •. 1M northern con,­
I~r r~'on '$ .u<:h~d w,th '\$ 
11>,,,,," m.ttM rM "Pr""e thai 
II'" tho """",Ia,n I"" Ih\> 3PlX'3r" 
....,. 01 • Moll • ...., h.orcut 

W'1.u.b. FIll. w,lI ""doubledl, 
IoKome • rOJlUlu rut s top on \I>() 

"' .... ' rout. 9>ort but w, de, the 
I, •• "" D,I, u.. _. al N,.g.ro 
F"'I • tolll.ytrol$h., . ..... r. 
,..1fOl IN ..... · 'Ullt."t top I., .r 
___ •• 9,toeIu.lly w.t.h ,ng 

... ff n-"'" ... _r, tor u.. 'op 
__ "'-""y br ..... 011 from 
'" ___ '9" lot..., , .... h "'" 
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I. n ,ntenl,onollyuntoll InWeb_ 
ol.r Sj>"n~s Ihere i. 10 b<I f<>lltld 
somethong ulI.d •• II·sulphur wa ­
t,r Ihot no visilor to Town should 
min. bYI N~h v,sitorsMuldhave 
'5 I have hId, the privil.ge oi 
m.~'ng it the firalo. lasl item 
on hi. 'II"nda . 
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,. • .-1 .... te, s,.-' .... HI", 
..-' ... 11 ..... , ••• •• • ,.~ Of 
... ...-_.., ol ....... r.r_. ..... -,~ ... --.. _ ... , ..... n ....... _ 
.......... ..... 'lm~ ,--_ .. 

• 

1 , 

" 

• 

' l-, 

• 

9r o..-,"9 up in 
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,. through , spKlocui 
A ma",ve <it/f OIl the ~ 
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ALONG THE SCENIC RAllRO 
""" "II " .. lu,."w"" .. olluhflood~ 
,n , ... til.., lorly yu r's • lew, 
_ ,nto the old Weatorn M.ryl_ 
R.otw.y y.~d compfl>" Ju~l. 

cron tile bndgG. on tt .. .. gill, 
Itood the <iopG1 , ,II 'h" r, ,,,.ins 
.re , ,_ concrete pI.,ngs. A few 
y.rdo furthl/I" ,-,,"ver, whoro 1m­
~'pm""l ~h.:<l ....... 1_., , Iood 
ItM w,l. r tower . At one t,me, • 
h.lf do. en Baldw,n engine. could 
h.ve beMl found ,n It.. yard .1 any 
II' ''''' Itme; l<><Say. only lhe Khou 
01 wI\,slI e IItld 1111;$ of slnm re ­
m"n. m, SIdings sit ,"'ply. 
r" I. rltShng. I ••• rol\,n\l. 

Lu.,ng BcrOOO. tile $o::8nlC A a , ,­
road huoj. Ilia cll ii s on 110_ r ight . 
To the 11'11. Ih'lIi~"y shllrnthe 
... dable spice WIth the river . 
e ... ...., SO o/ten, Ih ... tw<I contest 
the ' . '51 ,"9 lip":'; IhI! river us ­
.... lIy wInS. Man "'tv intorle r e 
Wllh the nyor; 110 " ......" b,n .. nr 

c:ontrol ,\. Even the ..-, i'road " 
nol ""m .... to the r,yagGS of Ihe 
surgIng w.lo .. s . Mute e.iden.ce 
of !heM const ... t ""i~mishfll 1$ 

IOW>CI ,n tn. d~'ltwood pit~ along 
It>. ~'lJht - ot - .. ay. 

A t 8e<-goo C~ ..... . tn. h'pay 
_'. ac~o .. the .iva • • wI, ilv Il,v 
,.tI ~old conl,nu" on the ~ ighl of 
... n ... ~ Ev"S.I''tC. 01 _ -t ime 
"""" "-b,t.t ,on 'I v",bl •• toog 
w." "r,tett 01 r .. t~old Brush -

.... n"'~ bottom, attllt to 
_ t ..... I ... m' Ram',n,oh,,, ­
- ,_ of buddlllOl an v",bl. 
• I .11 .... """ lilac.. A pilch 01 
7" """" ....... _ry on • alOpe 

.... ",. I'I¥dtt p'_ Htr. ~ 

..... '-'''' '" ...,..,.... ..... brl 

....... - ..... ... 1~ .... lt. trI'l .1 
I < ... .. ·It ... ttl,.,.ly -.. ~ .... ..... ........... ... 

,. 4 1 .... ..... ... 
• _ *1 • • • ,h 

ylilo c . .. ..., I t '~ I,rd 'n"" .. 1 ~".I 
D,IIl e"lIl&8 of ." ""known nllll, g_ 
poulbly II _~hon of m' .... ral 
"gilts . a nIt'I -ol ·w., probl .... . 
Dr 1"."IIICOnl c o&1 10 Jus tlly ,nln­
Ing ClU5~ IIwI brldQe 10 tHt a ­
bat>donOO. AI\tIouW> ... occullonal 
&nlo rp~lslng lour -whltt l drl., en ­
thu.iul may CI"(IU ,I, ,I i . ()<'H"I 

t nlly IImlled 10 fool IraillC _ 
115h~m,.n and huntors . 

From Wh,tt&ker F.lls. il is 
'only • .norl dlsl¥\Ce 10 Hlck .... y 
Lick end the formor ~thel.hem 
Sleet Company mines . Th, tipple 
comptc~ h.., la liM upon hlrd 
hmes. and .ltl sil'.'t ...... "'"1 w,n _ 
dows; slarin\! ovv~ Ihe onec in­
dustriOUS .~u . The cltwllks havo 
fall ... In; parb of the r oof a.o 
ask"w. Soma ente rpr i.ing in ­
dIVIdual i. building iI lolding pl.t ­
form on one ollhe $Odinos . Pr._ 
sumably, co.1 i. to tHt tr UCKed 
down from • strip mi"" on the 
mounta on to thesid'no . Mer cifull y. 
Ihe 10lding platform is on Ihe side 
of lhoe r inr oppoSlla the Scenic 
Rat l.oad. The r oad I .. d'ng up the 
mount,in is ~eel ... d "gly . 

A few mtln abo"" Hict.ory Lid., 
tho Gre ... b~I Q r Llmulone r ia .. 
abovo the d,..inl!J'lllld,lflor.dis­
t¥\CI 01 I mole or so, i. Iflvlle-d 
fUfI, c ' '''Uy 10' the r _oIrOld to 
cross .t. TIM ... fI .,., tn. elilll 
on tn. r,ght ... formed by tn. 
Gr • • rob ... r. ra ther II,,,, the Web ­
,tt . Spr.ngl .. ,,<llt_ ..... ,ch h.s 
prtdom,nlled "ncl ''''lIng Wt'b . 
.t.r Sprt"9' Alth •• PI"nl . Ilso, 
Ihi rlltroad 1" '''9' limott U 
IoOVth 101" !hi IV' \0 SI.ty For'­
To tilt r 'ght , Sharp', "'*' 11'11" 
b ll. v",bll , I .. It !hi . .. . ~ 01 
I (fI ..... oft tht II ... . H..-d ndl 
... 1 .. ~ ..."..,''''" 11\1: _II '" 

• ,..1, .... ef ~t WlCI "' .. 11'1 

.......... tM!f ",III" lUll .. -

.... ,..,~.~ 



..., ... ,,, 

1_--=' 10 
• IN'~ ... 1, 

~ ~.""""'. 
'"~''''' ... , .... ., .... 

... 

.. , 

-

--

"'''r w"'. M~n '''"t on'''r' Ur~ w,'" II .. ""~" 1>0 e_t I .... " .. , 
eo.Mol ,I t .... I~. , .it",.d '. 
"", imm"n~ I" I~o , •• agoo 01 11>0 
su, ~,ng w.I •• ·• M"I~ ... i"-ne. 
01 I""o~ cono ' .nl .~ i'm,.n.. 's 
found ,n the d", n wood pil.d . 'on~ 
II"" '11,1 of ... y. 

M BU'l/<><> C'.ek, 1M h '9"WAy 
.w",g •• c,,, .. 1M '".e'. """ ilo the 
~.,t,,,.d c""' ,n",,. on II", righ t " f 
II ... " •• , . E. i<lot>co of .,....-'im. 
~um ... ~ob". ' ion i. vi.,bl. otong 
I~'S <h ''' le h .,1 "." rud. Br""" 
chot-od " .... botl .. m. &Ues t 10 
"" .-I,m. fa,m$ Rom.i nsof vad_ 
"". ' ypo$ of t>uiJd 'ngs . ,. visibto 
01 d,t/o.'"", piKes . A potch "f 
foght ' colo'od greenery o n • stOJ>(' 
tolls of a hardy piOf1ur. He .. eMd 
Ih",., ... ma,n . of $uspcflsioo b,i_ 
d9<!$ remind ,",, I .. av.' . " Ihat al 
""~ hmo. Ihe "."r"ad wu tho onl y 
moons of ace . .. to tho oulside. 

AI . L 
."d i 
.. I.." • • .,) , 

lower, I 
growing up In Yellow I 
Tufop Tr ..... ' f you profo' ). 
'S I,W. "v,d,mcQ of the hand of 
man e~ccp I fo .. the ,emains of an 
old wife fence near Big Run. lind an 
occO$lonat pi r:<:O:O of pipo:o stuc~ into 
some ,"vulet 10 fo .. m • faucet. 

Thot ct Iffs along the enti .. o:o lo:ongth 
of the Scetl.e R.il .. old. whichwe .. e 
one. blutoo from I.v.nll .. oel::. to 
torm • r oa<t>ed, hl v •• tt.,ned • 
Mr . m-'un ty . Except for an oc­
~ • • onal fr. '" I car eluud by 
~ ... , fr K lur 'nll 01 the rock, mosl 
01' _ cI.ff ..... cov. rlld WIth I'~h­
_ ..-cI mou.. Thot v.ol&ne. 
, ... ,rMl to crnl. UICI roadbed IS 
........... ,n ... ,dIne' 

........ a ye",. thtr., I .. oadopenl 
WIIo _ 01,1' . ~.I 8f>d lin· 
....... ........... , a.tw .. n a'lI 
...... _." • • r Fal li. !he r~ 
.... ....,. . .... t .. III ....... 

A ....... clo" .. _ I,ll of ... 
• ho. _ thr_ tv>IIr lld 
.,"' .. ., A .. OM _ , .. . • ..... -..-.y t,,~ 

_ .... ,.. .......... I"~ .................... _" .................... , - .... _ .. 
_._ " ........ 1-... . ..... ... _ . .... """"' .. -....... .. ..... as ... .... 

_ ............ # ... ~ ...... . ... -

.,," " "" ""~ '" 'n~ .'o ' n~" I-c .. _ 
.umot)ly , co.1 ,. to "" In",k.d 
down Irom a . t ... o m,,,. on th. 
moun'oin.o tl>o"d ,nll M~ce;luliv 
tho 100<l,,'1g pl.Uo .. m OS "" Ih •• ,...; 
01 Ihe 'iv~ .. _o,t , the Sconoc 
Ra,I"ood Th ... oO<lleodmQ up the 
,""o""ta on '5 CUi .... d "IIty "_ '".u.~.';j 

, 0 ... S 0\'" 

A iow ,"",lu .bov. fl ,o~or.,l'c~ 
IhO G .... nb ...... Um .. I"". ros.~ 
&bovo ,1>0 d,.on.gc 1Kld. oft . .. . d;. ­
lane,. ot • m,l~ 0 .. so. i50lev,led 
outioe,cntly fo .. the roit cn~d 10 
C'05' it. Th ... e.It~ ... the c!oflo 
on lh .... ghl are fo .. me<! by 11>0 
G .. _ c ,e,. rolh . .. than the W<>/) . 
sl . .. Sp"ng~ sands'on" which hn 
predominated ~ince leav'ng Web_ 
.t . .. Sprongs. Althi$ l>Oinl llLO 
the r ail""ad $W,ngs almo~1 ~ 
soulh 10' Ihe n'" 1o Stat., Fork. 
To t~c .. ighl. St.arp·. K""lo i~visi _ 
bl . , V'Slbt .. at..., i s t~~ ~v'denc. 01 
, chang. on 1M fto" . H"c""",,,,,on 
no loo'l"r dom""le Iho mountain 
I~ .. o.lc ~u 0 ' _.1 0<'10 . ..... " 
""broke n ~ I .nd 0 ' R . d Spr"c .. c ... 
1m . v .... , 

Many ye"rs "!II'. Aldo Leopold 
w .. ole, ""Ro:oc .. ealionsl development 
IS not " job of building ro"ds 
into 10vl'l., country. bul of buildi ... 
re c eplj~jly inlo Ihe stIli unlovely 
hum.,., mind. We owo:o it 10 "" ..... 11 
and 10 Ihe good earlh that supporb 
us to curb ou .. "v.,.ice to lhe u­
tent of le.ving " few spots un­
touch~t1 ~"d UI", .. ploited ... "" Til. 
Scenic RailroaJ p .. opoSQS to do 
Ihis b., "liliZlng already e~isting 
f.cilities 10 gille the lourist a 
Ie, surely contact WIth nature and 
the put , 

EPILOGUE 

The fo"ego,ng '5 , reuonably 
comphtto:o "''P,. s ent. loon of my 
""pr.ss,ons .nd nol!l' , the irnptl r­
...... 1 v'... nt~o .. dId by , _ II 
, topped down ~ ...,.r . 1005 '5 'I'" le 
d.H. ~ ... t no. roule oul of Webs te .. 
Spr ..... b~ n ot IS no "," .... ,...,1 
'rom any olr.. .. c, '~ , '99,rdl'$$ of 
.'U Sh.( ~ s w o, h "ushng w.iIl· 
'''9 m •• ;h ..... on In.. po.-cM. I .... 
t ....... ."t ot " 'Y QllllMo' ( ... ~. 
... 1 ..nob". ""I ~ ..... ,o)I"n.,)bd. 10 
••• ..'" ,.II"Ior <lob. 'I I,,,. tto. 
• ,.,t "I "'y __ . 1 ... , .... s.-
,iteri'd ~"~ ......... .... ~,."'I. 
• ...... h.QtI>w". ' b 2...t h_. ...., .'-0 ""''' ..... 

___ ......... n .... ' ' ..... 
• .., loy • _ .. '" r_ 

'. t '· ................ __ .. 

Iu ........... _ . 1 .... ·-............ , ........... __ 

... -,,..,, 



"' 
" 

OCUltOfl.' P'OCI 0 1 pip •• !veit; mID 

som. ","'1,11" to 10l"m • f,ucet . 
T"- 1:1.11, "ong Ih" n!11"9 "l'Iglh 

Ol,fl.t Scf'/\IC A"l ro.d, wh.cnwor, 
onot. bl.,l,d !r'om I,YIl'lg .-oeli; to 
f<'lfm • fo_eIlod , hlVO .,1.11100(1 • 

,,~. O1""n'l' Except 101" .n DC ­
uu,onal fr. Jh 'e,r Clu$od by 
~H\t " lIelur",ng of tn rock., most 
01 1"" tl, " • • r, COvored wdht"::h . 
tn' ~d mouo.. Tho vlolonco 
'~If" 10 crOito the "oadbod is 
no 1000ptl' 'n .v.deoCI 

Abov, BYl rs , Ihorll'ro.dopons 
If'llo $oml of II', longosl and .10\"' ­
'r'tS! slrelchos Between B ig 
R ..... .nd Whd t,l.or F&Hs, the .-un 
I, thrOUgh I spoet'cull,,. .ro&. 
A mus,,,, ell " on the left of tho 
r .... r reaches some throe hundn~d 
'HI ... trilt.lly Across the fa ce 
of thiS cliff, the secondary hlgh­
w,.,. thlt provIdes access 10 Iho 
, .... winds p.-ec.rious'y. 

Wh,tt ..... ,. Fall., on tho Webster­
A..to'ph County Ime, was once a 
..... "'ul,c.., t VI_ AllIS. but time 
twos tai.tn It'S loll , Whlll was once 
• lih rty · 'ool Iturne .1 the turn 0' 
&!'lIt e.ftlu.-y h .. ~ ... r. led ,nto 
"'HIe tnOo'a than. glorlf'ed rapid. 
The l'err.bla Kcur'"11 power of a 
.-.. hly llowl"'9 .Ir.am " '" ev •• 
IIiefIt'e htt-e A recent fractUring 
- &!'lIt '8<;, 01 lhe 'atls d id l,ttI. 
.. ~. ,,', appearanc., how. 
•• • " Itw OI'Ily '.11, on 1M 
, .... of 1M n.me A'_ 
-.. • .... .,.. IJItd ,1tM..r F.tt. 
• .. r • """'101 Y Raph,c,"t 

lie • • ... '., 01 ~t •• '" .,..1 -

• -... . ... 
II ........ ':.11, 'S' 

"hI ~,.. 

... " -
... '-', 

• I ... .. .... "'-, . ............ 

~ . - ~'." "'at support. 
us to Curb our Iv.r ice 10 Ihe h ­
tenl 01 lellling a few spols un­
t o uc~ed "'nd unel<plo'led. ," Th. 
SceniC R.,lroaJ propoSIlS to do 

th " by utill~",+g alrUdy el<islil'lg 
' aclli tles 10 g,ve the lourisl a 
IIII'unlly conlac l wilh nalur, itIld 
Ihe pas t, 

EPILOGUE 

The fo r ' go ing is a r easonably 
complete r epresentat ion of tny 
Impressions and notes; the imper­
sonal v,ew recorded by a well 
stopped · down camera lens is quit .. 
different. The r Oule out 01 Webslll r 
Spr ings by rail is no dillll r eni 
tram any other city, r egardless of 
sIze. Shacks with rusting wash_ 
ing machines on Ihe porches line 
the roght-o t -way. Old beer cans , 
" ulomobile hulks, automubile t ,­
res, and other debros linll the 
r ighl-ol-way lind the streams. Sc ­
attered garba911 dumps are vis ible 
a long the h'ghways . Abandoned 
coal t ipp le lind slag heaps dom­
Inate the landsc~e. The h' lls are 
c r iss -cr ossed by a mal e of roads , 
leadong to mining operat ions or to 
lumbenng operatlOl'lS. Each rain 
controbutes ,"s qualll of prK lous 
topSOil to Ihllt already In the strum 
chlltlll\lls - aod to the rnudfilib '" 
Sutlon R"' .. "',..."" ... 

an. fa<:t 's Inesc.tIp-tll. - the 
...t,.-.:II .... II'ldvstrM5 as PO-Itwn! 
optrllling ..... nol t6mplIl •• '0lil ttl 
lour'6In W. c ..... he ... 0I'III 0.- the 
athotr t.--t ~ bQtI'I ~t 

"" WI IfW ",.,-na .... ~()' 
" .. ' ~ II 1M' II .... So: 

II _ I, ..t " to bfc ..... . ,... ry . 
..... I.- I~ ,I ,..11 ,t, 

.l.~. __ .... , .. 
.... . .. IIIoA .. . 

WI 
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Photo by G. Luoy Crisl ip 

• fMOUGM IT IS NOT II;.HOWN II thll lime whether or nol the scenic rail road will operate 
...-..... .. ,"'-0 ... . "'.1 .... on provid .. lome specbculu scenery along cliff-bound Elk Rive,.. 
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LOGG RAILROADS 
AND 

LOGGING CAMPS 
IBy Gordon T. Hamrick - Contilll,l"d from P.g~ 6) 

At 9,1I McCou""', lcathgrwood 
c.mp. the 'Imlty I Ylsited wasth.t 
of Ra., Bright , Ray WIIS "lobby 
hog~ for lho:t camp. His son. 
9urta." and I were ,n the same 
clan ""d became great friends . 
I thought nothing of the lour mllcs 
CII'" 100 10 tilt. 10 and from school. 
All I ... as Interested in was wh8t 
_I on 'It the camp. If I WIIS 
lud<y. _ of the tumsters would 
_ I,t ma taka htS leamto water, 
II'Id ,t was .. "lIy • thntl to be 
.n1~1" With the care 01 tho •• 
1n.m.I. 

Son« my ,.ther was II l099on9 
-.fractor . ..."mal. and I wen ,. .V.,... ~y.,.. my 1. ­
.... VNd mo.lly mulu on hiS 
,..0. .. lor th , ..... on. they .... r. 
__ as -T"" Jae~", Jobl,-
0...- ... ,.. ..... ""II "-d II ......... Iy 
., "." ..... s , _ utmcl1ary. but 

I ,_r'f' n.. ...... "'MIIII,-
.. .....11',.,.1. ~ .necCMlld 

..... II ~,' ,,,,, .. , "' .. 

_.. ..... ....... '.d'. 
..... ~ II """"'t Of" .... .,on. I 
~ ...... __ Moo c._ Irlom 
_.... , ............ , .,.ar 
.. .. ,., ........ If! .. ... ,-

"-" 

farm . George •• h"ned hiS fou l 
d"pos,tioll 10 In!) end: he was 
11!I~&r ridd«>. and to $hoi) tllm. II 
wu nKesury 10 rQ9fl him in the 
Hslocks .H 

Among the oU\Qr an imal. , th!)nl 
was a pair of m!)dll.lm -weighl hor­
",.nam!)d ··CharloaH."d HFann,,:,. H 

Charlie wu of a plllC,ddisposi' ion, 
and would stand whila k idscrllwt &d 
arOU"ld. ovar, and under him, or 
swung on his ta il. Ha thought . 
howaver. that lour- th irty a .m. was 
a f ine l ime to kiek tM s idIng off 
hi. sial I. E~ary barn he was 
,.t.t>11KI In could be r~O(IO"lId by 
Iht' IKk of .iding .round hi. stal l. 
HF ...... i.H• wh ol. 001 IS placid II 
HCh.rloeH

, was ,nt.lligent and.ISY 
\g handl.; lode". I,k.mo.t women, 
5he 011.., had a mond of her own 
m .cl.-d WIthout d,r&eloon from 
\hoi handler . 

None 01 I .... anImal. my f.ther 
""" could be comp.red w,1to the 
ho .... u,ed by McCourt I dId 
nol r .. I,I' .... t,l much 1.ler that 
h .... ,m.I' my ,.ther UMd _r • 
v'KIN .. ,UI a ... , .... low.rd the,r 
be,"9 .01 ... mo_ ... c:~ry . Me · 
C---I • .,,,,_1. '" lI'otoltlarhoanod. 
_ •••• 111('" for ""-or ... I,1y to 
... 14 • ,.. • ..,. 

• • " . 
• 

A. P.rdM 
..nd lotc 01 it . 

I mltched p.,r ~ 
we.pd 2200 pou'I 
hor .... " k •• tt logs 
brIdles WIth short " 
110 bay on the bKlc I 
cro tt.... WIth • sho 
~ the horse nf 
dr. ,the bay " , 
",lash 1M It-w 
to) dr, .... . _ Of' 

be .ur. to ,WIld'! 

.... :"':""t:~~~ ~ .. , , .... 
In I., .... .,..... .. 



From th' Knicely Coll,ct,on 

A PM" • Curl'" logging Clmp I.ck.d much in 'ppe.ranct, bullht ..... 1S .1 .... '($ good lood 
.... ~, ",.1 

, _ ,.. r of gray • ..tlld! 
po< lIdl • .en The 

• 11099"'11 1,.",., n.d 
........ .. --a r"", Put.lot -

'"" .......... 01 _ of tho .. 
__ ,.. • --' r.,n, tnd 
_ ........ rtlldlotd *""" 10 

_..., , ~ .... ','1 ... ,It! • 
= -- -C hot'." '-lltoII ..... 
~ ... ___ ...... _Id 

"" __ .. .. • "" ... . .".. 0 '1 
.... • ........ ..-.t. ...... , ...... .. .... .......... "' .. ....... 

I II ;1 ... ..t_ 

team h.cl beffI "'011 tra ,ned. 
In .v.ry loggIng tlmP, there ... as 

sur. to bo • numbor 01 mongerels 
01 'nDeterm,nate breed. W. would 
borrow. lantorn from IhI slable 
hand , wll up a IIZY dogor\wo, and 
HI forth on. coon hunt The 1,le 
Rob.rI Ru.rk one. "'pr,ssed 1M 
op,noon th.t ....,. m." who went 
coon h!.wot,ng ... IS .'mply look,"g 
..... an U ,"UH to goo, d<",'" .od "II 
... .. . br,.r PItch W. d,o-.' t 1/111 
........ !lui _ d,d f,1I ,nto • ,....,,­
b-r ... br •• r p.t<t\H tnd kl'lOl;ktod 
......... 1''1'1 r .... ,\I'IiO'" 1 •• 1. 01 

.venls 15 thai youhavenomltche5, 
and you art laced ... ,th the url,1n 
kno ... l~ that belwefll you and 
camp I,a.numberolbntrp,tc;hes, 
several m,ln of "ougfll.rr ,tory, 
a number of slreams, ,II 01 wn,ch 
... e ctrla,nly ,nhatlltad by btl .. s 
Ind other an,mals of 51r ... sorts 
Th,ngs 10k. thIS Itnd • c.rlltn 
(nt, not to Sly spet<l , to the re­
lurn 10 eM"" w. "' .... r Old an­
count.r I coon - I don-I ~ ",",-I 
_ -.old ha .... dora h.id _ tC 

c,dM\t . lly trIpped _ _ Pr'O­
blb ly _ -.old ha ..... bttn .s sur­
pr,M'd II the tootI T .... dog!; 
--..' ..... ..u. ~ ... ~ , . "'" 
r.h.o,n"'1l ,,~ .... Mt.utho,';'\ 
lit .... ~ •• I:t.4 It\JM w,..o,.,.a 

I .... 11 I .... ~. Ir, ... 
~I.et ...... ... 



M< rt • d,d 
_ to. I ...... tha' 

f ...... ......,_~. . __ ""_,~ 
.- .. " ~ I,. ,.., ... .,.._Pl""', 

.... ,~ Ill"", to 

... , 8111 M~ 

_r' -...pr"'III', 
..,...,1 1ft ,.flr ,I,. t...a • n,,1r 

I 

COO" """'''''II W"S .'mply 'OOklng 
'or ... e!<cu .. to 11$1 d~unk. .-.d fa ll 
,1'1\0 • bn,, ~ palch. We dIdn't g.ol 
drunk., bul w. d,d f. 1I In lo. 1lUm _ 

ber o. bner p.'ch\!5 Ind I<nocl<Qd 
oot Ihe lIght. The nalu~.1 ,tate of 

"_,,,, .... ,''',' ., 1IoI_ '.' .... f . .... ~ 01 .... u dy 
, to· ,_, t "I I 

THE HUB STORE I 

__ w,,~ 

lest, not to "'1' • 
tu~n 10 clmp W, 
counl,,~ a coon _ I 
- would h .... do 
c,d\!nt.lly tnpped 
blbly we would ha 
P'l"lsed IS th" co 
""'l!ren't ,,~aclly I 

hunting Nul, ty; Iro 
"rally managed lo~ 
two. Alt",. m~h 
the- parly would be 
th~ Irn and ~ .. 
out G"n .. n.l1y, It\r 
h,t the ')round abo 

To a COOl) hunt! 
retu rning in the m 
brier sCrillched, 5 
about h~lf- as l eep 

things as che-erfu 
kitchen, wIth a t 

eranl and under~ 

boys, and who 'oil ' 

thing to eat and dr. 

Maybe it was I 
lo t of liS country 
I'm mOre inellned 
the horny-handed. 
us as equa ls and 
MI interest In nair 
MId corner gangs r 
us . A I<nl fe was a 
be I<ept shl'll and 
you If used carele 
a weapon. Guns .. 
you tr"aled on" 
ClIffiPS were to be 
neat. You rI'~ 
fellow's rights. ;oncI 
P"C1"d him to rt'sp11 

Maybe If _ hM 
Lllcurrr<Xl woodm:li 
rooms IS le~rs I 
h.1vc fewer probl~ 
dltl;nquel'lCy 
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The Rise And Fall 
Of A Tourist Center 

by Gordon T. Hamrick 
rlw sail ... U .~ .1 . t load I.". 

_.0 "''''y thou_""" 01 J .. el, 
, .. 1,"11 ... ,11 In _ holl()WO "-'do 
'" 1M , ... to Born of Ih. urlt'" 
11" •••• 1, 1M ".11.,. ,n ""',d'I the 
un _II I.y had com. ont" """11 
am.d tNt .,.,,0<1 "' ........ ' •. n-bu ,' 
d."' ...... ~_ tl Ihe,o.ppolach, ... 

R .... III1'.... Am,d tht I"on'''ng 
01 rlld. I"- uplllhng _ Iract ­
.... ,no of • conl,..."t., ". deb .. , 
lI'ut ,..,U <rod. ~ tn .,.. 

u.lII'. crUl l 
rh, . ..... ,_I, 1_. , ..... , 

_ 10,.., ~y •• rUlqllol<,., ,t ..... ' 
tlot, wll"M _ crKke<l In 
... '''''II put, !hero h..:l bH<l 
... ~.r ... ",.11 _ !he ..... hod 

.0IlM.....,. •• w' ''". ahIUOW. In 

1- H. follow,"IiI Ihe uplof\,ng 

01 IN ........ ' •• 01. lI'ac"," "".ud 
_ I",." lilt norlt> _ 'a,nf.U 
- _ g'ul.. DMp ".tI.y. 
- .. ~ .......... n\<o 1M t...tsc~, 
at "" """0 ..... , .... , "K~I on 11>0 
"<IfK ." ...... Itd lilt n ... 011 '"'0 
.1,. __ .... 'm OCIUged ..... , 6Hf>t' 
... '" ... u ... , 01 !he .. dh 

"'''or It .. ,1"""0 .,'ru'H In ... _'r, 10 11M _It!, .. ,nl.n 
.... - I_I V-OO'olo"" IIj)floelrl'd 
- ... , .... 01 ... ~.'n. '" 
t. j '. fIf ",.f., I .... IJI'\ • ". ........................... ,...-..... 

.t tIM ult ""',ng. 
T,me P"_ •• n<h.~ ... 1 thouI 
~ yn,"_ .• m ... umo lod"nIc. 
II>e 1,,"1 ot tt.. """I.n ~ , _ 
g.IIIe ..... 10 I,nd Ih, . remo le spol 
The pro m,hv, m .... uu,ed • • 1_ 
II ... d .. , and • Ihraw,ng I l i,~ 

.. ,Ih. ""ur Adee .. cam.tOdront.. 
""'w'''' Ih,l tt.. hunt e .. w .. cr"" 
chtd ,n tIM rock • .net br...v.t..h,nd 
II,m Tile doe. ht.rdtIM manwllon 
lit mo~.d lom"".h, ......... - thr".I. 
but ,I .. u I"" 1.1,. Tile """I., 
lII,nned ..... 1 h,. v'ct,m .• 1. 'pI .. 1 
01 ,to ..,., ®P.dotd lor tIM .... I 

r_ hunlen c"', ... I, ....... th 
or u.1 Uur"lI,ng " ,I pd ,I.e-
"",*r .. .. ,thoul CfO"">Q ,nlo tt.. 
, ........ 1,,"""' • .-.0'00 Onlv,nl,mu 
01 M .... ,ly d,d hunltn «I"" ... 
II, IOUlh _ ... t 

Tilt wIItt. m ...... ttled 11M COllI 
NO,O 

•• ". / ... t·, II .... .... . -.. ,.,.~ 

In. o. p',or 10. 1785. the nlill 
wn ~ ... Iotd bV' "' .. dod"'onoer 
• """It man named Abc"" M.",.. 
The loc.IoIV '''''.equeo'" Y ~..-r'! 
~"" .. n II FO .. k Lick. lin« tho 
ult lock wIl,"" III •• lhe .,t. ,1'1 
n.me wlS louted .1 II>e JWKI .. " 
01 tt.. Elk R,~ ... .net 1he6Kk F 
ollhe Elk R, .. .. 

H,.lo,y <1<>0. not .1C0.d the n 

01 til. r".I nttln.I fo •• L'(~ 
WI>t<o Wo-bsl • • Counly Wa$ C .... '''' 

bV an Act 0/ lhe Vorg"'" c....,,1 
AsHMbly. J ...... ..., 10. 11160. lrom 
N, eIlo1u. 0 .... 100. and "_'pi> ( __ "n. 11M It.M. pAV,\IId tN, 
1tI. nlm, 01 tt>o ... , 01 , ... 1"1 -or _ 'y SUI - u-Id be Add,..., 
It."", A.oId,_ MoLougI>lon . 1M 
owne .. 01 u.. ' ......... wh,ch ... _ 
wll IOCltH) An Ac:1 01 "" Wesl 

,,'.'"" L-e'S',';'~,!:'~,'".~~~.,::"':!!· lhen_ 

.., ... - "' 
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The Rise And Fall 
Of A Tourist Center 

by Gllfdan T. Ham r ic~ 
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., ... 
n .. ,. "'0' • ,",1M. , ... d,ng 

_ k. >n<I U .. , .. I of u.. Q, oat 
'opt,l .. ..... ,sM<l. 0 t .... 11'9'''''9 
...... colo. "'~ lqend. '" tho IOHI· 
...... ..... < .. " . d." .............. or."., 
_ •• ,,,,," """ 1.-0'" ' M we.' r ... 
I"., 01 11M m.mm.loc.molod""" 

..... 1; 101 • .., .s 0 .. 
""n. d • ..., Ind, .... e •• ' coiled u.. 
" 011 01 ......... (i ....... wo' plon1llUI' 
tho Slo_ !OHIi .... ,,,,,,. .. d 
,h •• , .... '<h ,,~ ... '" .............. 
"'''~ ...... E'" Ri" • • Eo> T •• • • '_ 
...h. "".e' 01 tol .Ik ."· ...,.,.. 

COII O(:tion 01 Oo<lin Chopmon 
Tho W .... I .. ~.,no.l1.t. 1 .... "".inQ ilo • • i. l .... . (I904-192511h. 

1"11001 I .. m. "" ,I dlng in Ih . ... ,Id "".,ng 0 Iofol 01 300 ,oom., M.ny 
hc.IoI, .. . . ... lodoy <OI' .!dor . d IUt u"" .. e • • c omm<><>pl.<o of Ihis 
""'" .. , ... 1 • • 

c.". \ .•• t •• ,1 t,· .. 
__ - ...... .. • • " - . ... 1 ... ''''' ...... •••• 

"- ... -.... ~- ... -.-

of ' M E'~ R .... 
H .. lory doeo"", ... o.d tho n .... . 

01 Ito. 1""1 H11Ior 01 Fo,~ l, ... . 
_ WoIJ"~, Counly "' ........ Iad 
~. on ""I ul n .. Vorgln" ~ •• , 
.... Hmbl y. hru.ry 10. 1$60. Irom 
N,chol ... Br .. IOII, ano:I R_I"" 
"""""es. '''" .fo''''' pr.,...,dt<lIh.1 
tho nomo 01 tho ... 01 t>I 

H .. lory 
Ih' n ....... 01 the 

~.r" •• 1 pn"" .. lor 10 o<p lo,1 I,," 
m,n.,.1 p'''P'"'hes 01 tho "prong 
_ •• ' 'o_ .. "' •• ,h """' ..... ~ 
""" .... !p,;{: tOll ....... nl",. I , t 
w •• ',,'''' ..... 10 mu'a V.', ""'" 
,,· •• e l • •• b .... d 1M w,'doo'nonlo 
.. s,1 I"" m,,,,, .. 1 ""ro~. A group 
~I ..,1.",,\Stng bu .. ""U"' .... who' 
... n.m .. oc. 10.110 h"lo' Y. P' O' 
po •• d 10 chonII<' oil Ihi' In 18 .... 0" 
1899. IMY ohort ... O</ Uoe Holly 
R ,v., ROIleo.d Compo.,. ... ,Ih • 
• i<)W 01 develop ing ond olf."ng 
.. il f.cilij'~$ for Ihe .",10'" 10 
Ilh..,1 Add .. "" ;nlhuummerm.,., ­
Ih . fo, I,," pucPO'. of d.ink'ng""" 
bath ing on Ihe Sail Sulphu' ... 1., •. 
C"".I,,,,,lion of l1l<I oe'g,nll ",,,1 
of 110. Web,fer Sp,ings Hotol .. os 
b<>9un .1 _ t"" .. m. f ime. 

T"" Holly R .... Ra ilroad Com­
pany m""a!l"d to compl.fe con· 
. Ieocl,,,,, of • no.,o .. -IIO"1/9 .. ,I· 
ro.d .. '0, .s Hechm~c .,., 110. 
Holly R iv •• 'n WoIJ.lor Cooolybo 
Ion il .... ac""ired by Ihe Holly 
R, •• r ... d ... dd\SOII R.il way Com-
pany Tho Iono fmm Dion •• "" 
Holly Rive •• fo Addison. ",,1h,El k 
R, •• , . .... compl~l~d ,n 1901 or 
1902 P'O$umobly. I,," Web. Ie' 
Spring. Hotel hid olso been com 
pleled by 110'$ hmo. to nandl. lIoo 

,~ . -Wm 
bolh 
Chu, 

CI,II ... I' •• " ....... W 11 ." • ••• - 1 , ~- -~ ...... , ....... 



... ••• , _ .. ~... .. •• -- r 
_ """ , ....... 1M ..- 01 1M 

_ ,_, ,.--, ..... to •• _ ,,';' .h • ... 
w_ 
~ ........... 01 In ... ...,. __ IN 

"._ III."....., C.........,., .. ,III • 
• _ ., _101>"'1\1 _ ott.~,ng 

tf 11K'"'''' lor "- Ylillors 10 
,_, ... _ ... "" ........... rrnon-
h Iw .. ,..."....01 .. , ..... ' ''9 ond .......... 0fI" $olt $Ulpnur w,lerl, 
c-tnot1_ 01 h or."nl l """ I 
., ........ tw SIor .... HoI,' ... .. 
...... .t .toout 1M .- t .... . 

l1W It III ..... 11.,',_ Com· 
".., "*' • _ to compl.te con­
....... _." • ...,..... -....... rlt!­
....,j ., , .. n Hood •• "r an Ihe 

If __ '" W ... t.<" C_Iyb.­
"" ,I __ "" by IN Hotl y 
.. _ ..." __ ".,twa¥ Com-

110. ._ lrom 0, .... on 
. 1II .......... __ . _Ihot E lk 

i '~~ ... -..', ...... 1!IIl I or 
Ital "'"_+,.,. 1M w.o,I" 

li:::r NotttI Mel allO bHn com -
." ... I...... 10 Mndl. the 

Th. luthor h ... !tempted 10 identify th" mljo, ity of I .... buil din, • • t.o- in tM 
Ibo .. pM!O by !.Ik lng .. il/l .. verll 01 tile 10_' 1 ''''Iitnt. wt>o co..ld nrn ........ r 
Weblter Spr in,. of 1911 . The type 0' bu ild ,ng 0' tile owner Ind i",omo ca .. . 
bolt. Irl: PI F ltm Hlmrick; t21 Wood,' t, e31 Olil y Blochmiltl Sho!:o ; (4) M. lI>Odi.t 
Chu,d, ; t51 Oormilory ; til Torn Dl ilV; PI Wood$.l; ttl Sk idmo,. (I I Dr . MeL ... ",-

upeeled 'nflu~ 01 IO\Ir '515. 
II i. herd' y • coinciden<:e that 

the name of the I"..., .... do...,.-d 
10 Webster Sp,"ng. ,n 1903; Itolt 
canlkuction of Ito. _ -hmous 
Webs lor Springs Hotel .. as ~ 
,n 1904; ~ IIIl t the Honor"" e 
.John T McGrow ..... orlercd lhe 
W".I V i ~gi"i . Midlond Fb i!road . 
.. luck ... 111 .... &<1 tile Holl y Rive r 
..-.:I Addi. on R. ilw.y Company. in , ... 

C.tIMI ...... 0... ••• 0..., • 

T .... Honor able John T McGraw, 
k om Gr I fton, W V,. "", m., 
of vi,ion ond amb it ..... . He OWM<I 
I"n~r _ ""ner.1 .nter« !1 it! 
the Webste' $firIng • • r n Devel­
opment 01 \he i!>duilrl.I,nter .. t. 
r equi r ed a r. ik o!>d; .... V not dey,, · 
op Ih~ louri . ' l.eilitin ll the.""," 
I ,me? And Col. McGr ... lorthw,th 
~llorth to m.~~ Wtbs ter Sp r,n9\' 
one 01 the n.I,on's be,' known 

root 
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Webster Springs, West Virginia, Arl 

- , ........ 
~ -.-

~:":"'::':-
• ub 

s...;s .... -

lOll, pO) WVson\il: (11) Oyu; (12) Rimli •• H.mti~lr. : !l3) Wlth,rs \ ,<1 ) MOl 
(lSI hlbot Holel; \16, ",lIy H.mrick ; I n ) Currey; (ll) H.mricl Hote' ; lU I I 
, .. , (20) Cuh Slot ,; (2 1, V.L1ey Hotel ; (22) Hotel RutMrford; (23) 0,. 
(2.' H,n ... ; (25) a en,tdy; 126) Arthur ; (27) O»'.I"nd Hol.l; (21) Church; 12!1 ( 
(30) W.os te .. eo;:ho; (3 1) Sa"; (32) Couch Ston; (33) J.il ; (34) Court 

...... '1 .UrKhQl'lS 
n- West vlrgtnIl M,dlaodR.il * 

........ r.nnehol u.. e.lt,more end 
(J..o RI, troad. wIS. In ;15,lf, • 
JllUIoto'pII'« ol411>9 ,nee" '"9. Wind· 
"'9 bt ,....." 01 SWitchbacks K­
rou tto. r •• 0.1_ Ute HQlly 
.-.d Elk R,ft .. , through dei!p rock 
CIIk. _ KnlSI the high tr-esllfS , 
... .,.,....-oHh 10 Wellst" Sprongs 
_ d a.nt'"9ly .,.r~d IS .Iby 

--

J • 
I • .... ,.. ... 

a movie director . 
The Webster Spr ings Hotl!l. ,,\ 

that time the h,rgest frame ...... '10-
t09 on ttl" world and the second 
largest hotel in West Vi~g ini a, 

was a sui tab le setting fo~ ~ 
.. cen.. Bu, lt la~gely of not ive 
lumber, the W&bstu Springs Holel 
boasled of 300 rooms, a dining 
room. a ballroom, Turkish and 
Run,an baths, plus a host.ol other 

• 
L u,~ l __ , " •• t,',', . ... ................. ,' .... . 

.. ••• Ikt ."" ... ... '" .. ,-
• -.. .. - ..... , j. 

amellO""" $ 
m,n.ature gc 
bles, thebes 
DHp carpel 
and mo lls; t 
none. stuff! 
nati ve- "..... 
bison), beill 
animals . I 
pood In bao 
geese .,.;l I 
as -MeG,.­
lrom !he ~ 



rginia, Around 1912 
• 41" W,lMr, 114, Ml)rlOft " 

41 1, "_I'I Ho't' , 1111 N.eho 
H"fi III ...... ". ..... IU) 01'_ Alltn 
... "" t~'1 C",,"-tl. Ill) C ..... ..-• ." 

Ill,"',I, 1)./11 COlI ' I llou •• , 

(35) Church; (3', Hie'" 9I1ildit\O: \37) Skidmorl Hot,I: Ill] 
PIOfII •• 510"': l.w, TrlCy Buildin\l : (411 Truman Ron; 142 
SIal"; 14 ~ 1 Enlck Llw OllIe:. ; 145) St,bl.; 146) Wh.tt; 14') p 
510 1" ; \491 Klond i"',; \50) Orull Stort Ind POlt Ollie.; (5 
lUI Dowl ing All , ., : tnd (53) Web,tl" SprinOI Hotl' . 

., 

-

_"''''''' IUCh" bo .... llng III • ., •• 
........ t ..... gol ' CQtJI"'. r,dmg.l. 
.,.~ tM tit" l.th,"'iI In lhe country 
DMfI U'lM""'lg I10ell' od Iho r oom s 
.,., ~IIJI Itt. food .... u • .cond to 
..... $h"ttH IW'ICImOW\tedh .. dl 01 

h .... ~ dHr,llk, bull.lol or 
...... 1. bIt,t'. plul • "o,t 01 '11S1r 
~""b h~ the h,II"".y:l . A 
..... IfII of the not,1 sported 
.. e ... .nd o"d;, A wllkwl., known 
... _ ', PnHntf'llKfeN led 
,....,. ... Hot .. to the s.1t Sulphur 

............... n ••• 

WI ll IContrl"" to popular bellel, 
Ihe Sail Sulphur Wel l IS not the 
original Fork Lick Spring Tn. 
spru'g, locl tod as I t WI5, al the 
JUf'lct lon of the Elk lod Back Fork 
01 the Elk , !iull .. n~d f rom pollu ­
lion by fl ooding lo llowlflg neh 
heavy rain , Addison McLlKIghl1n 
d,.,lled the Salt Sulphur We1150me-
1,m. between the yur,of 1850 111'1d 
1860, in sureh o r ... 1\ b,.,ne , The 
Well, reach ing . depth of 169 leet , 
dr.ws m ineral w.ler(s) 'rom two 

Coo • .. , '-' . .. . .. • 

dille r .nt levi 
th" _ II II 
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d 1912 
't\1 c .... h.1\ 1)&1 tH h Oulld,nll! (37) Skidmor' Hotel; (311) Gregory Hottl ; (39) 
,. I •• ' 0'" t.a, lucy Buddltl{l, 141) Trum.n ROle; 142) Miller; 143) F .. eI 

, .... , [11'(' ...... Olllu; 145, SI.bl,; (46) Wh ite; (47) Pool 148) Gillup •• ', 
~ 14'1 "'CMld,h , 150) 0 "'11 510"1 Ind Pod 0 111(;1: (51, Moor,', Shoell'lo9; 

I ... ,,'"' All" . atld (UI WM, t.,· Spdng. Hot.L 

.,. 
-" -" ... IConl"II't' 10 populI" bellof, 

11 ~Iphvr W,It II nol the 
"'"",,1 Fo .... l,e'" SpronlJ T~ 

.... toc::.t~ ... ' w ... ,t Ihe 
r-"C'oon of tn. Elle tnd B.ck Fork 
.. fat el\ .uff .... d from pollu­
, ... tr, floodIng following nth 
fW""l ,..-.,n Ackh,Of't McLloUghhn 
*111" !he S.U SUlphur W,lIsom,-
1_ ... " .. n u... pen of 1850 and "'" ,.._ch 01 .. It brine The 
III I," ng • dtpth of 169 'HI, 
*..-1. .......... 1 .. -.1'''(1) from two 

c:-:::: :"=':"';'; ... 

(Mlcronl I,vet,. Tt.. w.ler from 
thl' well II unique In the h'!Il 
c,rbon d,o>;.60 conlent, whIch \I,vn 
,\ It'S chlracten.tlC "blte . ~ No 
other well In tht' slatlll Ciln cl,Im 
such a dl stlnct,on.-

By the lime Col . McGr_ chJrt­
ered the West Virginia MldlWld 
Railroad In 1905, the trlck.le of 
tOUrists Into Webster Sprmgsdur­
Ing the lummer months h~become 
a torrent Hotels sprang up, JS if 
by magiC, although many of ~m 
were hJrdly quall"edforthoenMne, 
even by the standards of that ~ 
In ooe of the earillilst k.nown plC­
lures of Webster SprlO9S, t,ur. 
Ihortly "ter the tum 01 tI'IIII cen­
tury, no f.-r th.., .I~I hoi.ls J.rIII 

ldotnllll8bI., Including the Wabst­
.r Springs Hot., According to 
""'Or clhzen$. ttwr. N~ bNr> 
no ' ...... r th..... 1....et'I1'V t •• 
Joe: aled In Web.t"" So" .. at _ 

I'IM or II'IOther .... 1ft9 "'" "" 
..... oIftt, y af' 

n..... $I y rl'''''' ~1 
'a fQl'~ 

, .,lIOtdr 
.".t. .... 

;::::'~ ... : .. 
IC .. _ ... " 
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t . .. .... ,., ""1 4 
_014 .. II .... .. pie. 
,.rt., tfw'-" or f'JiIK t ...... , 

~. d. bQon\,"'9 ~,., ... til ..... ,., 
P " • .-t 1,..fflC" .n W t t'Sp . 

, tn .''''y cS..,.. Mem. to • 
bHn J.OmIott,,~ 01 • Y U". In 

".nt Malt'l St, .. , 'Wu ~." 
'rom the vI CinI ty of the 0 land 
Hot I to 1M Court Hou .... arOl.ftS 

'Iyer licit 0' the Court SqI.an 
Iftd polilbly IS f.r as U,,.onSt,.Mt 
51 "I J .r. ""s,bl. 10 h I r 
tnd of town. the strH' IS of mud, 
lind crOstlng wa accomph..n.d It 
u.. 1", Ie. of bemg ml"~ A 

Water 

,.... , 
.. .. ,.to-. ... . , 
\. .... ,.., up a...... , 
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~:~.;.~ ... ~ 
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,....h Ir om Ih. , •• 1 ot 111. to ..... ". 
'Ol~, ...... ~.ttnllll' •• h.ep Ir-om 
Ifte \JO.I., ao to . , ... ~ A"other 
boe,..".. .I~ , kno .. n .. "Lo"e~ ·. 
L_ . .-.." up (3. e ~ FOI'k In thQ 
,..,.r.I .,'e. o. wh.t •• no ... 0 . 11 
SI ... I I" Ih. res l Of tll ll 10 ... ", 
f'OL~t _,, sel on en" In II" !l lr, _ .".1, btlt ..... n the r ut s m.ck1 by 
"'-'!IIWI ........ ,., 'or pedoslr 'ans 10 
cron. .nd woo be to Iho poor 
ptdtslrr .... .....no los l h •• b.l.oco 
...... '1. c"osslrlg 

The ,.r'y prop,.,.lor. '0 Wob-
5"r Spr.og. 10 ,,"m to havo been 
too busy .~.r.I"'1I the loonst 
'T'OIn h •• mon,V 10 construct add­
.tOONlI 'K. I, lon lor loo,.,sl recr, -.. -n-. rrKy bulldlrlg hoI.Ist'd th, 
pohng rl (end ,Is 0 lhe f. rst 
h • ., seMel III u.. county.) Tht, 
bawl"", . 11,'1' wes oear Iho cen ­
.... 04 town .101>9 the r,ver bank, 
&rod the tr:;londrk., whore. lellow 
..... hr. gIrl lor an Ic.cream con •. 
- .. louted ,1'1 one of Iho bu,ld,nlilS 
~t • the slr .. t . RKr .. hon.1 
I&c,Io" .. , oIM,. !hen th,,,,. s.em 
.. Nw be-.n ,-,' ... slenl . .. copl ,ou<b', lor • pool h,lI , 

c..tr..., to popul.r bet.,f , It 
.. '" .a the 11'"",,"1 " .. " th.1 
,. ... ~ ..... W~I ... Spr.ngs thl-I tpt!1 _ 
""'" .... ulil of lour,.", es .... 
_~"'*"Y By ... lime the W.o.'er 

.... "'"'"' _ .. drnlroyt'd by , .... 

- tnt ........... "' •• , Ireedy dud 
... . ...,. .., .... ""'" cbw ,n by 

... . p- I 4 ...... . not.ty 
.. r ... .,.. 0IIII ...., ... ,.,. 

.... -"" .,.,. 

, 

Th. Oakland Hot tl . ... hich st ill tlt i,,,, , lOa. _ of tho 
Websler Springs , 

from all over the \Iastern part 01 
tho Unil\ld Slates flockod 10 these 
oper.l,ons, "dead-headmg" on ' og-
9in9 Ir.,oS; walking. Iraveillng '5 
best thoy could. Every towo wn 
f ... 11 of uncouth r ... II,ans. of len 
dr ... nk, _I ... aVs bell igerent . And . 
. Iwavs. thore was the ,ver-pr.­
sent prospect of Open wariBr, be­
tween the for.i gn r.ilroad men _ 
track cr.ws - and Ihe lumbermen. 
'5 can be attested by .... '1' news­
paper of lhe period, 

Add to lhese fl cts tno dIIstrvc ­
I,on of the game nlb'''t caused 
bV 1011'9'1'19, Ih, destrvct,on of the 
clnr Irout lOir •• ms c .... sed b) 

' ''01100. end the p,cture bec~. 
more g",m. And, ,long aboul th •• 
t ,m" u.. Am,",cao pubt.c hed 
developed .Is lov, ""Ir w,th the 
1IoIt000000lte, end " ",,10 Cempll'l9" 
..on the r~ Auto ro.a.. _" 
ftOII eu.11t'I1 '" W.o,,,,, (_ty. 
kNf'I.I, .nur-d tNt c-ty At 
"" II ..... lht Wttl,I... lnog" Ho · 
"'. ....... JIll 1 , . • 1 ... htet1 

... 11'...,..t.4ty 
., . 1 .... ~1$ 

wh\llher il IS ... 
slroct loortst I • 
the toonst , orwtj 
the loor!st IOd 
I, l res to ca,.e 10 .. 
queslion; _ " 
other. Without II 
flO need for the 
the leel ll l ies. tti 
be .ttr..:tlld to 
is r'q.,nr...:l 15 a 
,,..lron wh,ch ca 
.s t gradually ... 
provuie for n,m, 
r~ 10 .11 not, 
..... «.c' .. 1 I_II 
lac,hl, l;, .... 
then'> ; .... IIC, I 
prohUns With ..... 

ThoM .... 
,.,t ....t 1.110:;. 

~dh""l 

80' .... WId " 
'"' W-'-! _ .. 
.. " ::::':0; 
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.... any old I,m,r c.n r,t,t, 
_'1 Ioprs _r •• breed ~.rt 

I ~, I,. in-
..... '1. thot)' _r .. ....... dtt .... ng 
~. lOllo.-."SI Ito.lOW'1'\i camps, 
-'Ct -'-'ng I ' each elmp Just 
..,. ~lobu,ld •• tak, lo .. e l ch 
.. M..t ~r.lton_ As. rule, the 

...... herd- won: ing group 
........ 1ft c8mfI; 0Il1$1d$ 0 1 Clmp, 

Itw)o _" .ha,.d - d .... nklng.prof~ 
MId t.U'~r~t C~ F_ tour ­
.sb wI'Io IWd the mlslo rtLne 10 be 
Oft ... ...",. tr.m With. c rew of 
clrw!i;1Ift lumbennenlor wookh lcks) 

d eIre to ,..-.. 1 the Up4I r i­
... E __ mon to the point, 
.. ~t. qtJ.c1dy I,.med 
~ IPIIt Ioggen dHn~ I,,, 
_ "' .... 01 Kcomod'hons than 
..... ""'~ts. wid ..... r., conw­

, 1\"" to ...,.,,1, from 
TIw ~Ioty 01 1'101" 

.-.. elKl.Md, and 10 
... _ 2 So Cof lDur,sh. Thio 

'" ' t.r Spr IIID' hoi . 
to ..... I"n ,lind' 

" 

.. ~ ... ~ It. __ • 10 • .,. bent, 
..-mr • ., ... E • G-.. 

" ~ IIId C,.." • ..,. .... on' ~ 
tift" ... , 

, ... .. 
• 

.. 

tom.. ~ Am, r.c.-. public h8d 
deve loped .1$ lov • • fh" ,. w ,th ttlo* 
MJlomob,I.. .od " loUto c , H 
..... , .,. ..... ",... amp "IiI . v 'o n ;><Jds WiI .. , 
non "011.." In Webst, .. C t 
lour, III .n..no.d the Coum DUl y; 
Ihe tlfn. the Woos" Sp y . A,I 
t.1 burnld '" 1925 " .t ~~~o­
of tn. to ..... ,., ••• ~ I .rt 
nad • lo tat o f a .ght p~ reput&dlv 
~d. 10" .om. v ...... ~~ =ts 

whole ' .- • 
The OeP"81S1Gn came lIang. Cal 

McG",w pissed lWily and hiS ~;slile 
went In hquUUllon. The ,.ul u­
rat .. lind ,.. aro.d .. . ';'1. m Web .. t ... 
Countv w .... pu .. chased bv P ... dee 
& Cur' m; thi! n~al esb te was re. 
ta lned and the ,," lr-oad n \tlb we .. e 
sold to the Western Maryland Rall­
w'y. Passenge,. service f .. om 
Centralia had been dlseontinued . 
Western Mar-yl¥\d RaIlway had 
never off e" l!d passenge .. service 
The t .. ~k, f .. om Cont .. at.a wnto"; 
up for scrap and the .. oIling stoek 
Junked. The sechon of West Vlr­
gm" Midland Rail road towilrd 
Be rgoo was standardized and cot'i­

nected With the former Gre-enbrler 
Cheilt and Elk Ril ilroad wh,ch ,."; 
up Elk River. to Elkins. The Bad<. 
Fork, section of the West V, .. gmul 
Mldla"ld RaIlroad was tom up for 
scrIP early during World W .... II. 

Munltme. the early mlenor 
•• rtt.rn ro.cb. of the C~ty hMt 
bMn nplaced by. or wer. be.ng 
repl.ced by. ro.ds mono s ... llted to 
a.J1~II. ',.. .... 1. '-IIW, auto 
Ir ..... 1 on ... y 'W.osler Count'f I"'DM:I 
...... 11,11 """"'ttung of WI ........ 

.... WW rna M"" ~,.. ., 
,IMp. 11..-' .... ~ Ttw 
,"er' of c-.trvc11On .c St..te "/110M 

1ft , ..... , .. ..... tH -
... D ,tI" cut 

. i t • .. , .. 

.. fIJI • IJw nw-,- _ ... _ ........ _ .. ..., .. 
.. 'fir"" ",roe 

S ,........ .. .. qq. ., ... - It" • -

T ... " 
past and ta lll, l 
should I .... 4 
Bottom WId Ie 
pul . W ..... I 
.top ~ four, 
st. r Spn"9'l 
tr _ - h-.t to 
" 110,,_ m 
r .... of 

""'~ ... 
property. 

" bailie W1I .. e 
\0 the re~ 
gilr •. A I ,..., ... 
Hotel; Ir"'i 
syst-.n an 
ndmq .tab 
Upper end, 
a!ure gold 
of the Milr 
dead. but . 

It IS SolI 

Itself . WI 
a thrrvl"9 
odoqu ... 
be .. ev .... 

It ,s 
,(self 
iI ttw-,,, 
I!> not ...¥,. .... " 
.. bu. ... -COUI't, 
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... lM 14IUI'"I.t . ~ w n , con •• 

....."u, .• ,.'Ir to • .pII"I' . ' .. om 

..... r..-' Trw- quell!., Of hol~' 
.. t,OI>~ hftfd, 111(1 "0 

... trw ""'"'"'" 01 (...un. It Th, 
and W~.I'" Sf" 'no' hOi 

t~ to ", •• 1\,,,11'1 ,'lInd 
but .\ .. • IOf,'''Q btlll ' 

n ..... ~ '-all" (01 III. ( 1-. OIiU 
, III W,llotm lind C".n 

toN. f _,. _ I'"II lilt lint un 

laldwd ,~.n tu~( ,1'1 II.,. .. , ' 
'-"","'. ItH Ihe tum 
....... . ,' Ml lab1y th ' Spruee 

....... Comp..ftyUeltr 1M W .. t 
...... P -'CI P..,..,. Comp."yi 

.. Owt'l R,v,r Boom and 
.",a,p Cempany. ~gan ope .... 

, ...... ..tiel! 'or tour,.m 
Tht t\lCe Lumber 

........ hon. ,1'1 Web.ter 
1 .t)out 1913. tn. 

0 .. " . 8 1111m It'd Lumber' 
.... ~t oOM about 1907, 
~ A, ....... 1otd10fl ~4 

~ IJ l1 Loggf!N 

5 & 10 
ear,nter 

Fork lecllon of the West Virgin" 
M,ol.nd Railroad was torn up lor 
!Iotr.\') . arlv during World War II 

M IIIIl\!mo, 'hI'! ,,. ... ly Infenor 
ITtrlM"n "Old, of the County had 
bOlln rC!pllctd by. or were being 
rOpllClld by, ro.d, more lu,t,d to 
lulorn()t) tlq tr,vet, howlvor', auto 
II ,vel on any Wobatl r County road 
w U 11 1111 _om4llhlng 01 an .dllln· 
ture, tho r oad. bolng generally 
IHoop, nllrrow, and rou~ , The 
s tart of constructton 01 State Roote 
20 In 1925 r ellilled talk. of W. bs t.r 
Sprmgs blcomlng a lourlstcente r 
Tht' lalk conl11\oed Intermtnently 
Ihroughout the Deprenlon and cui · 
mlna led In the Rhododendr on FlI!s · 
t lllll, 01 1938 through 1942. Thue 
F •• t lllais we r e the dying gasp of 
att lmpts 10 r eestab lish a tounst 
Industry . Apparent ly, the pr o­
mote r s had yet 10 learn the lesson 
of the ir Dredessor s; industn ll de­
velopment and tourism ar en't com· 
at lbl. In th iS case , the "wood· 
hlck.s" had been repl ac:ed by min­
e rs and noth ing lise had really 

,"-" 
SIn(.' the "c.rash" of coal mining 

OJrlng the lal. 1950's. there has 
beIf'I talk 01 Weesllr C~ty be ­
conung • Iou'""! c .... t. r Vat".oI4 
.Iud,." h.itvI c,t~ I II tM IlvKl · 
.",.., • U. IPKIK\llar K .... ...,. 
U. r' .... " . nthllOta hK4It .oft. 
, .... , ,1\10 .... , 1 c, te .... 
fit' .«1 .. I ..... 0' , .. -,1.10." ~ 
.-h . t.1 C .1 0000 i MOii ... '" .. , , " ~ 
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